
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Handout 1: Historical Context and Musical Analysis 
As a group, you will select a song from Library and Archives Canada's Sheet Music from Canada's 

Past website. You will identify the topics, issues and themes mentioned in the song's lyrics and 

compare them to songs written today. 

Part 1 

On your own, answer the following questions about the song your group has chosen. When you 

have finished, compare and discuss your answers with the other group members. 

1. Which theme is being addressed in the song? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What opinions are being expressed regarding this theme? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Do you think this song reflects today’s general societal values regarding this issue? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. How do your personal opinions resemble or differ from those expressed in the song? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What major (historical, political, natural, cultural) events might have influenced the lyricists’ 

point of view? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

6. How is language (song lyrics) used to effectively express the song’s point of view? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 



   

 

Part 2 

Select a song from Library and Archives Canada's Sheet Music from Canada's Past website and 

follow the instructions below. 

1. Write the title of the song on the sheet music 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Write when the sheet music was published 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Read your sheet music through once. Highlight or underline references to areas that suggest 

a theme. 

 

4. When completed, research the events, social trends and attitudes of the period that relate to 
the issues in the song. For example: 

 Love songs: What were social attitudes toward love, relationships and marriage at the 

time the song was written? Are there any interesting stories about the love affairs of 

famous figures at the time?  

 War: What conflicts were taking place, or about to take place? What side would the 

songwriter have been on? What were other major political events of the day? 

 Politics: What were the major political movements of the day? Who were the major 

players on the political scene? 

 Social attitudes: What were attitudes on alcohol? Smoking? Other drugs? How were 

the poor and homeless viewed? How were visible minorities and Aboriginal people 
treated and viewed? 

Compare these events, trends and attitudes with your own (or those of other Canadians). 



   

Events, Trends and Attitudes 

 

At the time the song was written In the present day 

Event: 

 

 

Similar/contrasting event: 

Event: 

 

 

 

Similar/contrasting event: 

Trend: 

 

 

Similar/contrasting trend: 

Trend: 

 

 

Similar/contrasting trend: 

Attitude: 

 

 

Similar/contrasting attitude: 

Attitude: 

 

 

Similar/contrasting attitude: 

____________: 

 

 

Similar/contrasting ____________: 

____________: 

 

 

Similar/contrasting ____________: 

____________: 

 

 

Similar/contrasting ____________: 

____________: 

 

 

Similar/contrasting ____________: 

 



   

Part 3 

On your own, complete this music analysis for the song chosen by your group. Once everyone 

has finished, compare and discuss your answers with the other members of your group. 

 
1. Do you agree with the message of the song?  Why or why not? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Choose one or two phrases in the song that are interesting to you and explain why. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. How do the lyrics of this song make you feel? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. How do you think the public would have reacted to this song at the time it was published? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Do you think music such as this would have been important to people of the time (the way 

television is now)?  Why or why not? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 


