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Speaker Biographies 
 
List of Speakers (Alphabetical) 
 
Guy Berthiaume 
Librarian and Archivist of Canada, Library and Archives Canada 
 
Nathalie Bondil 
Director and Chief Curator, Montreal Museum of Fine Arts 
 
Eric Chan a.k.a. EEPMON 
Digital Artist 
 
Mélanie Deveault 
Head of Education, Community Engagement and Cultural Programs for the McCord Stewart 
Museum 
 
André Dudemaine 
Founder and Director of Terres en vues and of the Festival Présence autochtone de Montréal 
 
Charles Eckman 
Dean of Libraries, University of Miami 
 
Mathieu Ferland 
Senior Producer, Ubisoft Montreal 
 
Andy Fillmore 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Canadian Heritage and Multiculturalism  
 
Louis Gagnon 
Curator and Director of the Department of Museology, Director of Aumaaggiivik — Nunavik Arts 
Secretariat, Avataq Cultural Institute 
 
Hamilton Galloway 
Head of Consultancy for the Americas, Oxford Economics 
 
Alice Gambarin 
Senior Economist, Oxford Economics 
 
Jean-Jacques Lachapelle 
Director General, MA, Musée d’art de Rouyn-Noranda  
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Marie G. Lalonde 
Executive Director, Ontario Museum Association  
 
Stéphan La Roche 
Executive Director of the Musée de la civilisation 
 
Hélène Laurendeau 
Deputy Minister, Canadian Heritage 
 
Éric Lefebvre 
Director of Development, Quartier des spectacles Partnership 
 
Marie Martel 
Assistant professor in the École de bibliothéconomie et des sciences de l'information at the 
Université de Montréal 
 
Claire Paillon 
Director of the Research Valorization Department at the Society for Arts and Technology 
 
Jean-Louis Roy 
Chief Executive Officer, BAnQ 
 
Karon Shmon 
Director, Culture and Heritage Department, Gabriel Dumont Institute of Native Studies and 
Applied Research 
 
Cloé St-Cyr 
Multimedia Director, Moment Factory  
 
Katy Tari 
Director, Board of Directors, Canadian Museums Association and Director of Collections – 
Public Programming, Pointe-à-Callière 
 
Andrew Tessler 
Head of Consultancy for Australasia, Oxford Economics 
 
Olivia Lya Thomassie 
Arts Aumaaggiivik Secretariat, Avataq Cultural Institute 
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Guy Berthiaume 
Librarian and Archivist of Canada, Library and Archives Canada 
 

 
 
Guy Berthiaume assumed the position of Librarian and Archivist of Canada on June 23, 2014. 
Prior to joining Library and Archives Canada, he was the Chair and Chief Executive Officer of 
the Bibliothèque et Archives nationales du Québec between 2009 and 2014, following a 30 year 
career in academia. Dr. Berthiaume holds a Doctorate in History. 
 
In addition to serving as a professor of Ancient History at the Université du Québec à Montréal 
(UQAM), he held administrative positions focusing on research and university development. 
Previous roles include Vice-President, Development and Public Affairs, Université de Montréal, 
and Vice-President, Research and Creation, UQAM. 
 
A native of Montréal, Dr. Berthiaume earned a doctorate from Université Paris VIII (1976), 
following a master’s degree from Université Laval (1973) and a bachelor’s from Université du 
Québec à Montréal (UQAM; 1972). 
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Nathalie Bondil 
Director and Chief Curator, Montreal Museum of Fine Arts 
 

 
 
Nathalie Bondil has been director and chief curator of the Montréal Museum of Fine Arts (MMFA) 
since 2007. She has infused this institution with unprecedented drive, propelling it to the rank of 
one the most visited art museums in North America. 
 
A committed and innovative museologist, she successfully designed and programmed dozens of 
exhibitions on music, cinema and fashion. The MMFA is the most visited art museum in Quebec, 
attracting 1.3 million visitors in 2017 alone. That same year, it was ranked the second most visited 
museum in Canada, eighth in North America and 49th in the world. The MMFA has more than 
120,000 members: a Canadian record. Each year, it attracts some 100,000 tourists, and its 
exhibitions are displayed in more than 35 cities around the world.  
 
Over the past 10 years, thanks to its ambitious development policy, the museum has acquired a 
quarter of its current collection and almost doubled in size with the addition of two new pavilions: 
the Claire and Marc Bourgie Pavilion, home to Bourgie Hall, a concert venue, and the Michal and 
Renata Hornstein Pavilion for Peace, which houses the Michel de la Chenelière International 
Atelier for Education and Art Therapy, the largest educational complex in North America.  
 
Convinced that the museum is a vector of social progress, Nathalie Bondil extended her offering 
of free activities to more than 100,000 children and adults. She created partnerships with 
450 school, university and community organizations and launched the MMFA’s Art and Health 
Advisory Committee chaired by Rémi Quirion, which has been the driving force behind numerous 
art therapy activities and pilot projects with hospitals and research centres. These innovative 
programs position the MMFA as an international leader and benefit more than 23,000 persons 
suffering from various ailments, such as Alzheimer’s disease, autism and anorexia.  
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Nathalie Bondil is vice-chair of the Canada Council for the Arts. She has received two honorary 
doctorates (McGill University, 2013; Université de Montréal, 2015) and was named Personality of 
the Year for culture by the newspaper La Presse (2018). She was the recipient, among others, 
of the Peter Herrndorf Award for Leadership in the Arts (2018), the Medal of the National 
Assembly (2016) and was honoured with the Prix Femmes d’affaires du Québec (2017). She is a 
Member of the Order of Canada and Chevalière of the Ordre national du Québec and Ordre de 
Montréal, as well as Chevalière de la Légion d’honneur and knight of the Ordre des Arts et des 
Lettres of the French Republic. 
 
Nathalie Bondil is a graduate in art history and museology from the École du Louvre and the École 
nationale du Patrimoine in Paris. 
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Eric Chan a.k.a. EEPMON 
Digital Artist 
 

 
 
Eric Chan a.k.a. EEPMON is a digital artist and creative studio. His practice explores the 
intersection of technology and drawing represented through fractal code-generated graphics 
combined with the handmade + digital designs.  
 
EEPMON’s client collaborations include Canada Goose, Microsoft Xbox, Marvel Entertainment, 
MINI and the Canada Science & Technology Museum. His creations have been featured 
internationally from HYPEBEAST, Complex, GQ France, JAY-Z’s Life+Times to TEDx Toronto. 
 
His artist x entrepreneurism represents the ever-changing landscape of modern day 
contemporary society and is a direct result of the digital tools that empower EEPMON to 
challenge/disrupt the status quo and create new innovative opportunities worldwide. He sits on 
the Board for the Canadian Museums Association. 
 
URL: http://eepmon.com  
Instagram: eepmon 
  



7 | P a g e  
 

Mélanie Deveault 
Head of Education, Community Engagement and Cultural Programs for the McCord 
Stewart Museum 
 

 
 
 
 
Mélanie Deveault is the Head of Education, Community Engagement and Cultural Programs for 
the McCord Stewart Museum. She has a master’s degree in art history from the Université de 
Montréal, as well as a master’s degree in museology from the Université du Québec à Montréal. 
For more than a decade, she taught art history to college students. As Educational Projects 
Developer at the Montreal Museum of Fine Arts, Mélanie Deveault created ÉducArt (2017), an 
award-winning digital educational platform. Through her work, she is committed to approaching 
art, history and culture from the perspective of social inclusion and to help create safer spaces 
for all communities within museum walls. 
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André Dudemaine 
Founder and Director of Terres en vues and of the Festival Présence autochtone de 
Montréal  
 

  
 
André Dudemaine has made an outstanding contribution to the recognition and influence of 
North American Aboriginal cultures as founder and artistic director of Terres en vue. He has 
been the director of the multidisciplinary festival Présence autochtone de Montréal for nearly 30 
years. He is a member of the Innu community of Mashteuiatsh. 
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Charles Eckman 
Dean of Libraries, University of Miami 
 

 
 
Charles Eckman is Dean and University Librarian at the University of Miami. He previously 
served as University Librarian and Dean of Library Services at Simon Fraser University (2010-
2013), Associate University Librarian and Director of Collections at the University of California, 
Berkeley (2006-2010), and Principal Government Documents Librarian and Head of the Social 
Sciences Resource Group with the Stanford University Libraries (1997-2006).  
 
Dr. Eckman currently serves as vice president and board member of the International 
Association of University Libraries. He has served on the boards of directors for the Association 
of Southeastern Research Libraries, Canadian Association of Research Libraries, and Canadian 
Research Knowledge Network.  
 
Dr. Eckman’s research interests include information policy, open access, digital scholarship, 
history of scholarly communication and cultural organization administration. He has managed 
and consulted on a variety of digital library initiatives. He is currently serving as co-principal 
investigator with his colleague Dr. Jill Deupi on a four-year project funded by the Andrew W. 
Mellon Foundation focused on promoting campus-based academic library and museum 
collaboration, faculty engagement and the conservation of special collections, archives and 
works of art on paper. 
 
Dr. Eckman holds a master’s degree in library and information studies from UC Berkeley, 
doctoral and master’s degrees in politics from Princeton University, and a bachelor’s degree in 
political science from Indiana University. 
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Mathieu Ferland 
Senior Producer, Ubisoft Montreal 
 

 
 
A member of Ubisoft Montréal since its creation in 1997, Mathieu Ferland has managed several 
video game development projects. He played a key role in the development of the Tom Clancy 
video game franchise, including the critically acclaimed Tom Clancy Splinter Cell game.  
 
In 2008 he decided to dedicate himself to the production of transmedia content for Ubisoft 
intellectual properties. In that regard, he was instrumental in the transformation of Ubisoft’s major 
brands, including the successful Assassin’s Creed franchise, contributing to their expansion into 
new mediums. 
 
Mathieu is currently in charge of the development of technological and creative solutions for 
Ubisoft’s exploration of untapped markets, and for putting the company’s know-how at the 
service of private- and public-sector partners. He sits on the digital committee of the Musée des 
Beaux-Arts de Montréal.  
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Andy Fillmore 
Parliamentary Secretary for the Minister of Canadian Heritage and Multiculturalism 
 

 
 
Andy Fillmore is the Member of Parliament for Halifax and Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister 
of Canadian Heritage and Multiculturalism.  
  
While serving in Parliament, Andy has been devoted to making Canada’s communities healthy 
and sustainable spaces in which to live, work, and play; supporting innovation; improving relations 
with Indigenous peoples; and protecting the environment. 
  
In May 2016, he introduced his first private member’s motion to the House of Commons, calling 
for greenhouse gas analyses of government infrastructure. In September 2016, the motion 
passed with strong multi-party support. 
  
Prior to his election in 2015, Andy spent twenty years as an urban planner and community builder 
in the private, public, and academic sectors.  
  
As Halifax’s first Manager of Urban Design, Andy’s career has included projects like the new 
Halifax Central Library and “HRM by Design,” the downtown Halifax plan. His leadership on HRM 
by Design has seen development activity in downtown Halifax increase by over forty times. 
  
Andy also served as Director and Associate Professor at the Dalhousie University’s School of 
Planning. 
  
He attended Acadia University and holds graduate degrees from Harvard University and 
Dalhousie University.  
 
Andy grew up in Halifax, and he is a proud, unrelenting champion for his hometown in Canada’s 
Parliament.  
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Louis Gagnon 
Curator and Director of the Department of Museology, Director of Aumaaggiivik — 
Nunavik Arts Secretariat, Avataq Cultural Institute 
 

 
 
After completing an Honours Bachelor of Arts degree in visual arts and a Master’s degree in art 
history, Louis Gagnon began doctoral-level historical research combined with studies in visual 
semiology on the contemporary Inuit sculpture of Nunavik.  
 
He has worked with various museology and cultural institutions in Canada, the United States, 
Europe and Asia for the past forty or so years. During this time, he organized over fifty 
exhibitions exploring various aspects of Inuit culture and art in Nunavik, and played an active 
role in developing museology adapted to the Indigenous and Inuit community. 
 
He travels regularly to Nunavik, Northern Quebec, on behalf of the Avataq Cultural Institute. In 
1995, the Inuit Institute entrusted him with management of its collections and the development 
of museology in Nunavik. Around the same time, in collaboration with his late colleague, 
archeologist Daniel Arsenault, he helped establish a vast research project focused on analyzing 
and conserving rock sites in Quebec, such as the site of the Qajartalik petroglyphs, now 
included on Canada’s UNESCO World Heritage List.  
 
In 2009 Louis Gagnon and his team established the Department of Museology of Avataq and a 
museum storage facility. This storage facility safeguards the Nunavik National Inuit Collection 
and other Institute collections. It also strives to provide better support for the development of 
museology and heritage conservation in Nunavik.  
 
Within Avataq, Louis Gagnon also serves as Curator and Director of Aumaaggiivik, the Nunavik 
Arts Secretariat, whose mission is to improve the conditions of artistic practice in Nunavik and 
encourage economic development and sustainable job creation and job retention in the region’s 
arts and culture sector.  
 
Liens URL :  http://www.avataq.qc.ca/ 
http://www.avataq.qc.ca/fr/node_189/Aumaaggiivik-Secretariat-des-arts-du-Nunavik 
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Hamilton Galloway 
Head of Consultancy for the Americas, Oxford Economics 
 

 
 

Hamilton Galloway is Head of Consultancy for Oxford Economics in the region of North 
America, based in New York, USA. He has been working at Oxford Economics for the past 5 
years. Mr. Galloway has graduated from the University of Idaho with a Bachelor’s degree in 
Economics before completing a Master’s degree in Applied Economics from Washington State 
University. He has previously worked as a senior consultant for Economic Modeling Specialists 
International (EMSI) for 6 years before joining Oxford Economics. 
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Alice Gambarin 
Senior Economist, Oxford Economics 
 

 

 

Alice Gambarin is an Italian citizen who has been working as a senior economist at Oxford 
Economics for the past 8 years. She has graduated from the University Luigi Bocconi in Italy 
with a Bachelor’s and a Master’s degree in Economic and Social Sciences. She has previously 
worked as a research intern for Bruegel and in the housing analysis division for the department 
for Work and Pensions in the U.K. 
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Jean-Jacques Lachapelle 
Director General, MA, Musée d’art de Rouyn-Noranda  
 

 
 
Directeur général du Musée d’art (MA) de Rouyn-Noranda, Jean-Jacques Lachapelle est 
diplômé en communication et muséologie. D’abord impliqué en coopération internationale et 
journalisme, après un passage au Centre d’interprétation du Sorel-Tracy et à la Biosphère de 
Montréal, il revient dans sa région natale où, dans les postes de direction générale d’institutions 
muséales, il se distingue par sa vision inclusive du musée tout en supportant les propositions 
artistiques les plus actuelles et novatrices. Il est président du Réseau muséal de l’Abitibi-
Témiscamingue.  



16 | P a g e  
 

Marie G. Lalonde 
Executive Director, Ontario Museum Association 
 

 
 
Ms. Lalonde has extensive experience in the areas of cultural and non-profit organization 
management, fundraising, marketing, public relations, and communications. She served in a 
variety of organizations, currently the Ontario Museum Association, and in previous years the 
Canadian Opera Company, the Canadian Cancer Society, TVOntario, and was founding 
Executive Director of BRAVO!FACT, a Foundation to assist Canadian Talent, for the BRAVO! 
Arts channel. She is currently President of ICOM Canada, a past chair of the FORUM of the 
Associations of Museums of Canada, and previously served on the boards of the Cultural 
Human Resources Council and WorkInculture. As Executive Director of the Ontario Museum 
Association, she continues to lead Ontario museums’ sector organization encouraging public 
support for Ontario’s museums, art galleries and historic sites. 
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Stéphan La Roche  
Directeur général, Musée de la civilisation 
 

 
 
A lawyer by training and a cultural manager, Stéphan La Roche has extensive knowledge of the 
world of arts and letters, and of the issues related to its development and renown. In the course 
of his various mandates, he has touched on every cultural sector. Prior to being appointed in 
2015 as executive director of the  Musée de la civilisation, Stéphan La Roche served as CEO of 
the Conseil des arts et des lettres du Québec (CALQ) from April 2013 to October 2015. Since 
2008, he had been the director of music and dance in that organization, later adding the duties 
of director of territorial action (2009-2011) to coordinate all of its international activities and 
regional interventions. He had previously (1997-1998) worked at CALQ as secretary to the 
Conseil and as director of planning and coordination. 
 
Stéphan La Roche has also served as executive director of the Bureau de la Capitale-Nationale 
at the Société de développement des entreprises culturelles du Québec (SODEC). He was 
involved in the revival of the Palais Montcalm de Québec, first as the project manager in charge 
of planning, development and implement of the house of music concept, later as executive 
director of the new Palais Montcalm. From 2001 to 2004, he was the director of cultural services 
with the Délégation générale du Québec à Paris, He also served as the assistant chief of staff at 
the ministère de la culture et des communications du Québec, where he coordinated the 
production and drafting of the policy on the dissemination of performing arts entitled Remettre 
l’art au monde, in 1996. 
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Hélène Laurendeau 
Deputy Minister, Canadian Heritage 
 
 

 
Hélène Laurendeau became Deputy Minister of Canadian Heritage on October 9, 2018. 
On April 4, 2016, Hélène was appointed Deputy Minister of Crown-Indigenous Relations and 
Northern Affairs Canada, formerly Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada. Prior to her 
appointment as Deputy Minister, Hélène served as Associate Deputy Minister for the 
department, starting in December 2013. 
 
In early 1991, Hélène joined the Public Service with the Department of Justice. She held several 
senior executive positions at the Treasury Board Secretariat, Privy Council Office and the Public 
Service Commission of Canada.  
 
Hélène graduated from the University of Ottawa in 1982 with a B.A. in Arts (Communication) 
and with a Law degree in 1985. She was called to the Québec Bar in 1986. She practiced 
administrative, labour relations and human rights law in the private sector from 1986 to 1991. 
Raised in the region of Lanaudière, Québec, but with deep roots in the Bas-Saint-Laurent 
region, Hélène completed her high school studies at Collège de l'Assomption. She is the proud 
mother of two dynamic young adults. 
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Eric Lefebvre 
Director of Strategic Development - Quartier des spectacles Partnership and Director - 
Synapse C 
 

 
 
A recognized intrapreneur, he uses mutualization and mobilization as tools for innovation and 
economic development. Within the Partnership, he handles several international development, 
business model diversification and collective process files to address the new challenges of the 
digital reality. In the course of his career, Éric Lefebvre has helped set up several organizations. 
As the founder of CHOQ and executive director of CIBL for close to 10 years, he recently 
created Synapse C, the hub for cultural metadata. 
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Marie Martel 
Assistant professor in the École de bibliothéconomie et des sciences de l'information at 
the Université de Montréal 
 

 
 
Marie D. Martel is an assistant professor in the École de bibliothéconomie et des sciences de 
l'information at the Université de Montréal. Her research covers the social role of public libraries, 
the design of public services, social and digital inclusion, and critical feminist librarianship and 
the digital commons. 
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Claire Paillon 
Director of the Research Valorization Department at the Society for Arts and Technology 
 

 
 
Claire Paillon is the Director of the Research Valorization Department at the Society for Arts and 
Technology (SAT) in Montréal. She handles technology transfer projects that implement SAT’s 
immersion and telepresence technologies. Those projects are developed in partnership with 
organizations and institutions with a social mandate, generally in the health, culture and 
education sectors. Claire specializes in open and participatory innovation processes, and 
focuses on introducing methodologies that involve numerous stakeholders and include users 
from the very start of the project in order to maximize the success factors and adoption of the 
products developed. 
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Jean-Louis Roy 
Chief Executive Officer, BAnQ 
 

 
 
Academic, journalist and diplomat Jean-Louis Roy was Director of the Centre for French-
Canadian Studies at McGill University from 1975 to 1979, editor of the Montréal daily Le Devoir 
from 1981 to 1986, Québec’s Delegate-General in Paris from 1986 to 1990, Secretary General 
of the intergovernmental agency Agence intergouvernementale de la francophonie (now the 
Organisation internationale de la francophonie) from 1990 to 1998, and President of Rights & 
Democracy from 2002 to 2007. He is also the Director of Universal Periodic Review (UPR) 
Watch, which he founded in 2008. From 2001 to 2007, he was chancellor of Université Sainte-
Anne in Nova Scotia. 
 
His expert advice has been sought by many international organizations, including the OHCHR 
(Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights), the OIF (Organisation internationale de la 
Francophonie), UNESCO, ISESCO (the Islamic Education, Scientific and Cultural Organization), 
the IFDD (Francophone Institute for Sustainable Development), and many governments around 
the world, including those of Québec and Canada. 
 
Roy was a member of the Boards of Directors of the Fondation Gorée (Senegal), the Paris-
based Jour de la Terre organization and the MCFR (Montréal Council on Foreign Relations). He 
sat on Export Development Canada’s Corporate Social Responsibility Advisory Council and 
chaired the Board of Directors of the Centre de la francophonie des Amériques. He is a member 
of the Board of Directors of the Ordre national du Québec and of the Strategic Orientation Board 
of the AUF (Agence universitaire de la francophonie) in Paris, a network of 850 universities 
around the world. 
 
Roy has a degree in History from Université Laval, a degree in Modern Philosophy and an MA 
in Medieval Philosophy from Université de Montréal, and a PhD in History from McGill 
University. He taught contemporary history and international relations at McGill University, at 
ENA (the National School of Public Administration) in Paris and at York University’s Glendon 
College, where he founded the Chair in Québec Studies, and at the Universities of Ottawa, 
Moncton, and Trois-Rivières. He also taught geopolitics to Ph.D. students at Montréal’s École 
Polytechnique. 
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He was a guest researcher at the Université de Montréal’s Public Law Research Centre and 
guest lecturer or visiting professor at the following universities: Beijing, Shenzhen, Paris, Lyons, 
Dakar, Yaoundé, Warsaw, Bucharest, Mexico City, Bogotá, Tegucigalpa, Tokyo, Calgary, 
Ouagadougou, Port-au-Prince, Dalhousie and Sherbrooke. 
 
Roy has honorary doctorates from the following universities: Moncton, NB (Law), Ste-Anne, NS 
(Literature) and Ottawa, ON (Social Sciences). He has received awards and honours from more 
than 25 countries. He has also been awarded the Rotary Club International’s Paul Harris Fellow 
Medal. 
 
He has written many works of history, political analysis and fiction. His books have been 
translated into English, Portuguese, Chinese, Spanish and Arabic and have been published in 
Canada, the United States, France, Belgium, Brazil, Lebanon, Morocco, Senegal and China. 
The complete text of his lectures and the list of his published works (in French only) are 
available at www.partenariat-international.com. 
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Karon Shmon 
Director, Culture and Heritage Department, Gabriel Dumont Institute of Native Studies 
and Applied Research 
 

 
 
Karon Shmon was fortunate to mostly escape the time when the Metis hid their identity for 
cultural safety. Without knowing the dangers, she proudly chose to speak about her trip to the 
Trappers’ Festival in the Pas, Manitoba as her topic for her Grade 4 oratory, extolling her 
mother’s triumph in the women’s snowshoe race. She could be heard sharing that her great-
grandfather was in the 1885 Resistance, although while sharing this, she had been colonized 
enough to refer to it as the Riel Rebellion. That too changed. She proudly wore her mukluks to 
school in the winter and sent her grandfather a foot pattern as she grew and needed a larger 
pair each year. The family’s time at Chitek Lake was as normal as breathing to her as was 
accompanying her mother to visit Elders in the area, watch them play cards, and often leave 
with a bag of dry meat. Feeling the sting of racism as it was perpetrated on her more visible 
family members, Karon’s sense of justice was sharpened at an early age. She was bewildered 
by people who thought her amazing, talented, witty, smart, and loving mother was less-than 
because she was brown. This led Karon on a life-long path as an educator on human rights, 
human justice, and human decency. Regardless of the job title, she has fiercely sought justice 
for those whose rights are being violated while also trying to set the record straight on the miss-
story which is subsiding but still abounds in most accounts about us and our history. 
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Cloé St-Cyr 
Multimedia Director, Moment Factory  
 

 
 
As a Director, Cloé St-Cyr uses technology and scenic materials to tell stories in new and 
engaging ways. Her background in industrial design helps her gain a deeper understanding of 
users’ experience and 3D space as she seamlessly integrates each project’s multimedia 
components into its architectural elements. Her sensitivity adds imaginative and empathetic 
dimension to her work, including contributions to the Jean-Paul Gaultier exhibition at Montreal 
Museum of Fines Arts in 2014 as well as Foresta Lumina and Nova Lumina (2016). She is 
particularly interested in applying Moment Factory’s entertainment expertise to cultural and 
educational milieus, an approach she’s currently exploring in upcoming experiences at the 
Boston Museum of Science and in an indoor educative entertainment venue in Singapore. 
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Katy Tari 
Director, Board of Directors, Canadian Museums Association and Director of Collections 
– Public Programming, Pointe-à-Callière 
 
 

 
 
Historian, museologist and administrator, Katy Tari has been involved in the museum sector for 
more than 25 years, while also being an entrepreneur. She joined Pointe-à-Callière in 2017 as 
director of Collections — Public and Programs Services. She has also occupied many positions, 
notably as Director of collections and relations with Quebec museums at the Musée de la 
civilisation de Québec from 2014 to 2017, seconded to the management team of the permanent 
exhibition renewal, which was launched on July 1st, 2017 at the Canadian Museum of History. 
In the early 2010s, she piloted projects highlighting the Lachine Canal in Montréal within Parks 
Canada.  In 1995, she founded her business Musée Média, under the banner of Orange Kiwi, 
offering a service of cultural dissemination project creation and development, namely through 
digital projects, co-productions and exhibition development. She has been very involved, sitting 
on many administrative boards, including the Musée maritime du Québec and ICOM-Canada, in 
addition to being on a number of committees. Until 2016, she was Board Member and then 
President of the Société des musées du Québec. 
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Andrew Tessler 
Head of Consultancy for Australasia, Oxford Economics  
 

 
 
Andrew Tessler is a dual Australian/UK national who joined Oxford Economics (UK) in July 2007, 
moving to Oxford Economics (Australia) in July 2015. He has some 19 years’ experience as an 
economist, including four years at the New South Wales Treasury and seven at Booz & Co., 
Australia (now PwC Strategy&).  
 
Andrew’s work has covered a diverse range of sectors including the arts, environment, law 
enforcement, transport, and health and has included economic appraisals, valuations, rate of 
return studies, market analysis and program reviews. 
 
Andrew was educated at the University of Sydney, where he majored in Economics and 
Government, graduating with first class honours, and at the University of New South Wales, where 
he obtained a Master of Commerce (Econometrics and Marketing). He also holds a Graduate 
Diploma in Transport Management (Economics) from the University of Sydney, is a past joint 
winner of the AC Nielsen (Australia) prize in Market Research and holds a Graduate Diploma in 
Finance and Investment from the Financial Services Institute of Australasia/Kaplan. 
 
Andrew is a member of the Economic Society of Australia and of the Financial Services Institute 
of Australasia. He is also a patron of Sydney’s annual Sculpture by the Sea installation art 
exhibition. 
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Olivia Lya Thomassie 
Arts Aumaaggiivik Secretariat, Avataq Cultural Institute 
 

 
© Photo : Kijâtai-Alexandra Veillette-Chee 

 
Olivia Lya Thomassie, the child of an Inuit mother and a father from Trois-Rivières, was born in 
Kangirsuk, Nunavik and now lives in Montreal. At age 17, she participated in the campaign for 
Indigenous youth in Montreal through workshops offered by organizations such as the Femmes 
Autochtones du Québec (FAQ), Amnesty International Canada, Exeko, the Commission des 
droits de la personne et de la jeunesse and Wapikoni mobile. The experience encouraged her 
to join various roundtables and give lectures on Indigenous issues in Quebec, where too many 
residents remain ill informed about these issues.  
 
Olivia also followed a special path with Wapikoni mobile. After her introduction to Wapikoni’s 
creative workshops, she helped promote the organization’s mandate, values, objectives and 
outreach activities through workshops delivered in high schools, at festivals and during cultural 
events. She was designated the local coordinator of Wapikoni mobile’s “stopovers” in Montreal 
in 2017 and in Kangirsuk in 2018. In the process, created the short film, Wearing my Culture 
(http://www.wapikoni.ca/films/je-porte-ma-culture-wearing-my-culture), presented at the 
Montreal International Documentary Festival (RIDM) in November 2018, and reprised at the 
Montreal International Festival of Films on Art (ArtFIFA) in March 2019. 
 
Over the past year, Olivia has worked at the Avataq Cultural Institute as a Program Officer with 
Aumaaggiivik, the Nunavik Arts Secretariat, which supports Nunavik artists and promotes their 
creations. 
 


