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Library and Archives Canada 
Dr. Guy Berthiaume, Librarian and Archivist of Canada 

 

Dr. Guy Berthiaume assumed the position of Librarian and 

Archivist of Canada on June 23, 2014. Prior to joining Library and 

Archives Canada, he was the Chair and Chief Executive Officer of 

the Bibliothèque et Archives nationales du Québec between 2009 

and 2014, following a 30-year career in academia. Dr. Berthiaume 

holds a Doctorate in History (University of Paris VIII). 

 

In addition to serving as a professor of Ancient History at the 

Université du Québec à Montréal (UQAM), he held administrative 

positions focusing on research and university development. 

Previous roles include Vice-President, Development and Public 

Affairs, Université de Montréal, and Vice-President, Research and 

Creation, UQAM. 

 

Senate of Canada 
Senator Patricia Bovey, FRSA, FCMA, member of the Senate Standing Committee on Foreign 

Affairs and International Trade 

 

Patricia Bovey was appointed to the Senate of Canada in November 

2016 as an Independent Senator from Manitoba. Currently serving 

on the Foreign Affairs & International Trade Committee, and 

Deputy-Chair of the Special Senate Committee on the Arctic, she is 

a member of the Senate Advisory Sub-Committee on Art and the 

Sub-Committee on the Long Term Vision Plan of the Senate, and 

former member of the Official Languages and Deputy-Chair of 

Transport and Communications Committees.  

 

As the first art historian and gallery professional and museologist to 

be appointed to the Senate, Bovey has worked on all issues, from 

legislation to committee work, primarily through the lens of arts and 

culture, and from her regional perspective.  She has spoken in the 



Chamber about the impact of the arts, especially those on health and crime prevention. Her 

goal is to ensure the voice of arts and culture is heard, in the Senate and in every sector of 

society. 

 

Winnipeg-based gallery director, art historian, professor and arts and culture management 

consultant, she was Director of the Winnipeg Art Gallery (1999-2004) and the Art Gallery of 

Greater Victoria (1980-1999), and appointed the Winnipeg Art Gallery’s Director Emerita in 

2014. Founder of St Boniface Hospital’s Buhler Gallery, the University of Winnipeg’s Arts and 

Culture Management Program, and MA in Curatorial Practice, she was the Buhler Gallery 

Director/Curator from its 2007 inception to 2016, and University of Winnipeg Adjunct 

Professor of Art History, 2011-2017.  

 

Author and lecturer on Western Canadian art, her recent publications include the award 

winning Pat Martin Bates: Balancing on a Thread, 2014; Visual Celebrations: II, (with Leona 

Herzog), 2017 and Visual Celebrations, 2012; Mud, Hands, Fire, The Legacy Of Canadian 

Studio Pottery, “Intersecting Perceptions: Continuity Through Innovation”, 2015; 

Experiences & Insights: My Life As Art, Mary Valentine, “Mary Valentine: Rhythms from the 

Land”, 2014; Carole Sabiston: Everything Below All of the Above, 2014; “The Prints of David 

Thauberger”, 2014. Don Proch: Masking & Mapping will be launched in the spring of 2019. 

She is currently writing Impacts and Turning Points: The Western Voice in Canadian Art.  

 

University of Manitoba Chair (2013-2016), and board member ( 2007-2016), she served on 

the Boards of the National Gallery of Canada (2005 – 2009); Canada Council for the Arts 

(1990-1993); the 1986 Withrow/Richard Federal Task Force on National and Regional 

Museums; the National Board for the University of Waterloo’s Canadian Center for Cultural 

Management (2002-2010); member (1982-1990), the Canadian Art Museum Directors 

Organization and was Emily Carr University’s Chair (1987-1989) and board member (1982 -

1990). She was a member of the Public Art Committee of the City of Winnipeg (2003-2007), 

and the Mayor’s Task Force on Public Art (2002-2003). In higher education, she was a 

member of the Pierre Elliott Trudeau Foundation, the Manitoba Rhodes Scholarship 

Committee and Loran Scholarship Selection committee.  

 

Involved in international touring exhibitions, lectures, artist exchanges, and special 

initiatives in Finland, Iceland and Norway, she was an official guest of the Japan Foundation, 

the British Council and the Government of France.  

 

Recipient of the 2015 Winnipeg Arts Council Investors Making a Difference Award, she is 

Fellow of the UK’s Royal Society for the Arts and Fellow of the Canadian Museums 

Association; and received the Canada 125 Medal; the Queen’s Golden Jubilee Medal; 

Winnipeg’s 2002 Woman of Distinction for the Arts; the Canadian Museums Association 

Distinguished Service Award; the Royal Canadian Academy of Arts Medal; and the 2013 

Association of Manitoba Museum’s inaugural Award of Merit.  

  



 

Global Affairs Canada 
Antoine Pouliot, Strategist, Advocacy and Cultural Diplomacy 

 

Antoine Pouliot works in the Mission Support Division at 

Global Affairs Canada where he helps advise Canadian 

diplomatic missions on effective advocacy and cultural 

diplomacy programming.  

 

Prior to his work in government, he served as Canada 

Director for One Young World Ottawa 2016. This major global 

summit brought together young leaders from 196 countries 

representing top talent in the corporate, government, NGO 

and entrepreneurial worlds taking action for positive social 

change. Antoine has also worked in the design, advertising, 

and branding space, as Vice President of Ottawa-based 

creative counsel agency Jackpine. Through his work with Global Vision’s Junior Team 

Canada program, he helped organize youth-led trade missions across Asia and Latin America, 

Canada’s North and at the 2010 G8/G20 Summits. Through his work at Global Citizen, he 

led Canadian advocacy campaigns on global health and access to education aimed at building 

the movement to end extreme poverty by 2030. He holds a B.Soc.Sc. from the University of 

Ottawa in International Studies and Modern Languages (Arabic) and has served as a House 

of Commons Page. 

 

Embassy of France to Canada 
Nicolas Piccato, Culture and Media Attaché 

 

Nicolas Piccato is the Culture and Media Attaché at the French 

Embassy in Ottawa since September 2017, in the Counselor 

Brigitte Proucelle’s Culture and Science team. Graduated in 

international management from EM Lyon business school, this 

culture-enthusiast polyglot worked both in the public and 

private sectors, in Mexico, France and South Korea before 

landing in Canada. Founder of the first registered Arthouse 

cinema in Mexico, he worked on the French-Korean 

coproduction agreement when recruited as an audiovisual 

attaché and then entered a production powerhouse in South 

Korea.  

 

In 2009 he established his own cultural contents company, with 

which he started representing French-speaking world channel 

TV5Monde, and coproduced “Approved for Adoption” by Laurent Boileau and Jung Henin. 

Fueled by the adrenaline of his rising company and his origins, he helps establish the Italian 

Chamber of Commerce in Korea as its president. He extends his activities in Myanmar from 

the media opening in 2012, but is passionate about cultural projects. After focusing on the 

boosting of Seoul’s cultural areas (Yesultong) and the promotion of cultural spaces, he is now 

particularly interested in the urban development through cultural projects. In Canada, he 



was the organizer of Ottawa’s first Night of Ideas in 2018, and the theme was ‘the evolution 

of the Gatineau-Ottawa identity in the context of the development of the national capital and 

the cohabitation of two solitudes’. 

 

Embassy of the People’s Republic of China in Canada 
Yuan Yuan, First Secretary (Culture) 

 

She holds a double bachelor's degree from China Foreign 

Affairs University and a European Master Degree of Law and 

Economics from the University of Hamburg, Germany. 

She has been working with the Chinese Ministry of Culture 

and Tourism (former Ministry of Culture) since 2002 and in 

between she was posted in New York, Sydney, Wellington(New 

Zealand) before Ottawa 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Goethe-Institut 
Katja Melzer, Director, Goethe-Institut Montréal 

 

Katja Melzer is Director of the Goethe-Institut Montreal 

since 2016. After completing her MA in Art History, 

Business Studies and Cultural Studies at the 

Humboldt University of Berlin, she worked as a curator 

and cultural organizer in Germany, Hungary and 

Canada; having held positions at Robert Bosch 

Stiftung (Pécs), Studio XX (Montreal) and SAW Video 

Media Art Centre (Ottawa). 

 

The Goethe-Institut is the Federal Republic of 

Germany’s cultural institute, active worldwide in 

promoting the study of German abroad and encouraging international cultural exchange. 

The Goethe-Institut in Montreal was founded in 1962 and services the areas of language, 

culture and information for the provinces of Quebec, Newfoundland and Labrador, Prince 

Edward Island, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, as well as for Ottawa. 

  



 

British Council Canada 
Mariya Afzal, Country Director 

 

Mariya joined British Council Canada as Country 

Director in October 2015. In this position, she leads on 

strategic partnerships in support of the development of 

innovative, high quality collaborations in the Arts, 

Education and Society, thereby furthering the cultural 

relations agenda in Canada. She previously worked for 

British Council Pakistan in progressively senior roles 

over a span of ten years, including Deputy 

Director/Head of Programmes. 

 

In 2013, Mariya joined The Power Plant Contemporary Art Gallery as the Head of 

Development where she led all development efforts at Canada’s leading non-collecting 

contemporary art gallery. She has also held the role of Country Representative Pakistan for 

the London School of Business & Finance.  

 

Mariya Afzal has more than thirteen years of international experience working on projects in 

both the arts and education sectors in the Americas, Central and South Asia and the United 

Kingdom. She holds a degree in International Relations and Political Science. 

 

 

National Assembly of Québec 
Christine St. Pierre, Member for Acadie, National Assembly 

 

Christine St-Pierre has been the provincial member for the 

Quebec constituency of Acadie since 2007.  

 

She chairs the Committee on Transportation and the 

Environment and is the Official Opposition Critic for Public 

Security. 

 

From 2014 to 2018, Ms. St-Pierre was the Minister of 

International Relations and La Francophonie, and from 2007 to 

2012, she was the Minister of Culture, Communications and the 

Status of Women.  

 

Before entering politics, Christine St-Pierre had a long career as 

a reporter with Radio Canada, where she was the parliamentary 

correspondent in Québec City and Ottawa, as well as the 

correspondent in Washington. 

  

She has a Bachelor’s degree in social sciences from Université de Moncton. 

 



Ingenium - Canada's Museums of Science and Innovation  
Fiona Smith Hale, Chief Knowledge Officer 

 

Fiona Smith Hale is the Chief Knowledge Officer at 

Ingenium – Canada’s Museums of Science and 

Innovation.  Ingenium includes the Canada Agriculture 

and Food Museum, the Canada Aviation and Space 

Museum and the Canada Science and Technology 

Museum.  In her role as CKO, Fiona is responsible for 

the planning, direction, control and systematic 

management Ingenium’s knowledge and information 

resources. She recently led the successful 

implementation of GCDocs, the Government of 

Canada’s electronic document management system, 

across the three Museums and is in the process of 

completing the implementation of a corporate-wide Digital Asset Management system. Fiona 

is also involved in Ingenium’s participatory heritage initiatives which include releasing open 

data sets and working documents in an online portal as well as online collection catalogues 

and a Digital Archives portal with creative commons licensing. 

 

Fiona has degrees from McGill University in Science, Education and a Master’s degree in 

Library and Information Science. She is actively engaged in researching the use of creative 

technologies to disseminate Ingenium’s digital content to broader audiences. 

 

Canadian Museum for Human Rights 
Angela J. Cassie, Senior Vice-President, Programs, Exhibitions and Public Affairs  

 

In her role as Senior Vice-President, Programs, 

Exhibitions and Public Affairs for the Canadian 

Museum for Human Rights (CMHR), Angela Cassie 

leads a team which develops and delivers world-class 

built and digital exhibitions, as well as public and 

educational programming, and positions the Museum 

nationally and internationally through effective digital 

engagement, communications and marketing. She 

works with local, national and international tourism 

partners to profile Canada and Winnipeg as a 

destination, with the CMHR as a draw. She also leads the organization’s research, curatorial 

and collections teams. A sought-after speaker on leadership and museum practice, Angela 

has presented at conferences and gatherings across Canada and around the world. 

 

An active community volunteer and TedEX Winnipeg alumnus, Angela serves as Vice-

President on the board of la Societé de la francophonie manitobaine. In December 2017, 

Angela was honoured at the National Black Canadians Summit for her work with the 

Museum in the promotion of human rights. Prior to joining the CMHR, Angela spent 10 years 

working for the Government of Canada with the Department of Canadian Heritage. 

  



National Gallery of Canada 
Anne Eschapasse, Interim Co-Director and Chief Operating Officer/Deputy Director, 

Exhibitions and Outreach 

 

Anne Eschapasse is Interim Co-Director and Chief Operating 

Officer and Deputy Director, Exhibitions and Outreach at the 

National Gallery of Canada.  In her role, she oversees the Gallery’s 

exhibitions program and outreach initiatives, including the 

Canada representation at the Venice Visual Arts Biennale, the 

loans program, as well as the departments of Publications and 

Copyright, Design, Collections Management, and Technical 

Services. Recently, she was instrumental in the Gallery’s 

reinstallation of its Canadian and Indigenous galleries.  

 

Anne began her career as a European decorative arts specialist at 

Christie’s, in New York. From 2003 to 2009, she was Director of 

Productions and International Relations at the Musée du 

Luxembourg in Paris. From 2009 to 2012, as special projects 

manager for the Director of the Montreal Museum of Fine Arts, 

she was responsible for the production of numerous international exhibitions and worked on 

the opening of a new pavilion of Canadian art. Appointed Director of Exhibitions and 

Publications at the Musée national des beaux-arts du Québec in 2012, she lead the planning 

and delivery of the exhibition and cultural programming as well as the reinstallation of the 

collection for a new pavilion designed by Office of Metropolitan Architecture (OMA). She has 

lectured on art history, the art market and exhibitions management in France, the United 

States and Canada. 

 

Anne earned a M.A. in private law from the Université Paris II-La Sorbonne, a graduate 

certificate in Museum Studies from New York University and a M.A. in the Decorative Arts, 

Design History, Material Culture from the Bard Graduate Center in New York. A member of 

the steering committee of the professional network International Exhibition Organizers, she 

also an alumnus of the Attingham Summer School in the United Kingdom and the Getty 

Leadership Institute in the United States. In 2016, Anne was awarded the French order of 

the Arts et Lettres (chevalier) for her work in cultural diplomacy. 

 

  



 

Canadian Museum of History 
Nicolas A. Gauvin, Director, Business Partnerships and Information Management 

 

Nicolas Gauvin is currently Director, Business Partnerships and 

Information Management at the Canadian Museum of History, 

where he oversees the development of the Museum’s business 

relations for a national and international presence, an increased 

access to its resources as well as efficient information 

management. He also leads and manages the negotiation on the 

Museum’s behalf for a diversity of partnership projects increasing 

professional collaboration with a variety of cultural institutions, 

including museums in Canada and abroad. 

 

Mr. Gauvin has worked at the Canadian Museum of History for 

over fifteen years in various capacities in the field of exhibitions 

planning and development. Since 2008, he manages the 

Travelling Exhibition Service. In these roles at the Museum, he 

developed his skills in negotiating complex exhibitions protocols and collaborative projects. 

He has also lead the implementation of a new Resource Centre which has the main objective 

to increase public access to collections and museological expertise, online and onsite. 

 

Mr. Gauvin holds a B.A. in art history, a graduate degree in museology and a master’s in 

history. He has completed Ph.D. studies in history (ABD), specializing on the representation 

of the Holocaust in national museums. He is an active member of several museums 

associations and has served two terms as Secretary for the International Committee for 

Exhibition Exchange (ICEE), from 2007 to 2013. 

 

Library and Archives Canada 
Johanna Smith, Director General, Public Services 

 

Johanna Smith is Director General of the Public Services Branch at 

Library and Archives Canada. She is responsible for leading LAC’s 

reference teams in Ottawa, Halifax, Winnipeg and Vancouver as well 

as overseeing Access to Information and Privacy requests, 

exhibitions, on-line content, managing LAC’s major access-based 

digitization projects and she is the co-lead on LAC’s Indigenous 

Initiatives related to language and culture. She has worked at LAC 

for 13 years and has led strategic policy and legal files such as LACs 

work with the Truth and Reconciliation Commission and the 

acquisition of digital records and publications, as well as the 

development of international standards related to archives and 

recordkeeping. Prior to LAC, Ms. Smith worked as an archivist at the 

International Monetary Fund and was the archives advisor for Nova 

Scotia. She holds a Masters in Information Studies from the University of Toronto. 



Department of Canadian Heritage 
David Dendooven, Assistant Deputy Minister of Strategic Policy, Planning and Corporate 
Affairs 

 
David Dendooven is the Assistant Deputy Minister of Strategic 
Policy, Planning and Corporate Affairs at Canadian Heritage. 

Previously, he worked at Crown-Indigenous Relations and 
Northern Affairs Canada and Indigenous Services Canada.  He also 

served for several years at the Privy Council Office and, prior to 
that, in various counsel positions at the Department of Justice. 

David has a Baccalaureate of Laws (L.L.B) and a Bachelor of Social 
Sciences (Honours Political Science), both from the University of 

Ottawa. He is also a member of the Law Society of Upper Canada 
and is an avid hiker and canoeing enthusiast. 

 

 

Canadian Museum of Immigration at Pier 21 
Marie Chapman, Chief Executive Officer 

 

Marie started her fundraising career in 1991 at Mount 

Allison University, her Alma Mater.  Since that time, 

she has worked for Dalhousie University and the IWK 

Foundation.  In 1998, she was Director of Marketing 

and Development for Pier 21, during the $9 million 

campaign to open its doors as Canada’s Immigration 

Museum, and she returned to the Pier in 2003 as COO 

and Director, Marketing Sales & Development - 

responsible for the operating revenue side of the 

business, including fundraising, rentals, marketing 

and gift shop sales.  When Pier 21 was designated a 

Federal Crown Corporation in 2010, and became The Canadian Museum of Immigration at 

Pier 21,  Marie was appointed to her current role as their Chief Executive Officer in 2011. 

Marie has been an active member of the Association of Fundraising Professionals NS and its 

predecessor, SFRE. Marie is currently the Vice-Chair of the International Women’s Forum – 

Atlantic Chapter.  She has taught several fundraising courses at the Nova Scotia Community 

College. 

 

She is a proud recipient of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medal. 

 

  



 

ICOMOS Canada 
Christophe Rivet, President 

 

Christophe Rivet has been active in the field of cultural 

heritage for over 20 years both nationally and 

internationally. He is trained as an archaeologist and 

a heritage conservation planner. 

 

He worked for Parks Canada for over a decade in policy 

and planning, having led substantial projects in 

legislation, impact assessment tools, and conservation 

guidance. He was responsible for the development of 

the archaeology component of the pan-Canadian 

Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation of Historic Places in Canada and a number 

of policies related to cultural heritage. There, he participated for many years as a contributor 

to international fora on cultural heritage sharing Canadian expertise with the international 

community. One of his most significant projects was leading a World Heritage nomination 

inscription for the Landscape of Grand-Pré, a successful nomination that became a 

benchmark internationally in good practice on stakeholder engagement and respect for 

cultural diversity. 

 

Dr. Rivet has been involved in international matters for many decades. He co-led a 

cooperation programme between France and Quebec on places of common cultural heritage, 

worked on archaeological excavations in the Caucasus and Europe, and provided expertise 

in cultural heritage conservation across the globe. His main involvement internationally 

comes through his membership in the International Council on Monuments on and on Sites 

(ICOMOS), the international non-governmental organization dedicated to the conservation of 

cultural heritage and to advising UNESCO on World Heritage. He is the President of the 

Canadian committee of the organization which he has steered towards increased cooperation 

with Latin America and the Francophonie. 

 

Dr. Rivet holds a BA from McGill University, a M.Sc.A from Université de Montréal, and a 

PhD from Leicester University. He is currently a principal with Cultural Spaces Consulting, 

an international consulting firm in sustainable heritage. 

  



 

University of Toronto 
Larry P. Alford, Chief Librarian 

 

Larry Alford is Chief Librarian at the University of Toronto, a 

position he assumed in August 2011. The University of Toronto 

Library System is the largest research library in Canada and ranks 

among the top six in North America. Larry also serves as a member 

of the board of directors of the University of Toronto Press as well 

as the Canadian Research Knowledge Network and the Canadian 

Association of Research Libraries. Previously, he was Dean of 

University Libraries at Temple University where he was also 

responsible for the Temple University Press. 

 

Prior to joining the Temple Libraries in February 2005, he worked 

in a variety of positions in the libraries at the University of North 

Carolina at Chapel Hill over a 30-year period including serving as 

Deputy University Librarian. Larry has two Carolina degrees – an MSLS from SILS and a BA 

in English. In 2005, he received the SILS Distinguished Alumni Award. Larry has also had 

extensive involvement in a variety of library cooperative activities including serving on the 

Board of the Atlanta-based Southeastern Library Network (SOLINET) and as the NC LIVE 

resources co-negotiator for six years. Larry is a member of the American Library Association 

and has served as chair of the ALA Directors of Large Research Libraries Discussion Group 

and of the Collection Management and Development Section of the Association for Library 

Collections and Technical Services. He served a four-year term as an elected member of the 

Scholarly Publishing and Academic Resources Coalition (SPARC) Steering Committee. He 

served as a member of the Board of Directors of the Association of Research Libraries and as 

ARL president. He also served as a trustee of OCLC from 2002-2014, and as the OCLC Board 

Chair from 2007-2012.  He is the 2018 recipient of the American Library Association Hugh 

C. Atkinson Award which “recognizes an academic librarian who has made significant 

contributions in the area of library automation or management and has made notable 

improvements in library services or research.” 

  



 

Canadian Museum of Nature 
Jeff Saarela, Acting Vice President, Research and Collections 

 

Jeff Saarela is the Acting Vice President, Research & 

Collections, at the Canadian Museum of Nature. His 

research focuses on the biodiversity and evolution of 

grasses around the world and plants from the Canadian 

Arctic, a place that is undergoing rapid environmental 

change. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Library and Archives Canada 
Francesco Manganiello, Director, Stakeholder Relations and International Affairs 

 
Francesco Manganiello is the Director, Stakeholder Relations and 

International Affairs at Library of Canada (LAC). Before joining LAC in 

2016, Francesco worked for Parks Canada (2009-2016) in a variety of 

roles including Senior Advisor, The Franklin Expedition, where he 

supported the 2015 Search for HMS Terror while working in the Arctic 

for 35 days. He has also worked in a variety of roles at Canadian 

Heritage, Public Safety Canada, Carleton University – Ontario Ministry 

of Tourism, Culture and Sport, Ville de Montréal, and Parliament of 

Canada.  

 

Francesco has extensive experience in cultural heritage and 

community engagement, communications, stakeholder relations and 

international affairs. He holds a BA from University of Ottawa 

(Communications – Media, English Literature), and a MA from 

Carleton University (Canadian Studies – Heritage Conservation) 


