
LAC’s Forum with University Partners 
Disruptive Technologies in Memory Institutions and Academia 

Wednesday, March 13, 2019 
Library and Archives Canada, Alfred Pellan Room 

395 Wellington Street, Ottawa, Ontario 
 

AGENDA 

8:30–9:00 a.m. Registration and networking 

9:00–9:05 a.m. Introduction and Opening Remarks 

 Guy Berthiaume, Librarian and Archivist of Canada, Library and Archives Canada (LAC) 

9:05–9:35 a.m. Keynote: Digital Competencies and Digital Literacy in a Disrupted World 
The Future is a Foreign Country 

 Wendy Duff, Dean, Faculty of Information, University of Toronto 

9:35–10:45 a.m. Panel I: Big Data, AI, Data Mining and Related Technologies  
Moderator: Johanna Smith, Director General, Public Services, LAC 
Visual Sharing, Artificial Intelligence Algorithms, and Society: Implications for Memory Institutions 

 Mike Smit, Associate Professor, School of Information Management, Dalhousie University 
Artificial Intelligence and Social Inequalities 

 Marie-Jean Meurs, Professor, Département d’informatique [Computer Science Department], 
Université du Québec à Montréal (UQAM), and Hugo Cyr, Dean, Faculté de science politique et 
de droit [Faculty of Political Science and Law], UQAM 

“I don't know why I did that!” - Trusting Decisions by Big Data Machines 

 André Vellino, Cross Appointed Professor, School of Information Studies and School of 
Electrical Engineering and Computer Science, University of Ottawa 

10:45–11:05 a.m. Health Break 

11:05 a.m.–noon Panel II: How University Libraries Are Experiencing Digital Transformation 
Moderator: Wayne Jones, University Librarian, Carleton University 
Digital Strategy as a Foundation for Disruption 

 Guylaine Beaudry, University Librarian, Concordia University  
Digital Humanities as a Foundation for Disruption 

 Jonathan Bengtson, University Librarian, University of Victoria  
Data as a Foundation for Disruption 

 Martha Whitehead, University Librarian, Queen’s University  

noon–1:15 p.m. Lunch  

1:15–1:30 p.m. Signing ceremony of the Memorandum of Understanding between LAC and Carleton University 

1:30–2:00 p.m. Four or five participants with different backgrounds will discuss some challenges related to digital 
transformation in their own institutions 

2:00–2:20 p.m. Presentation: Training Needs Analysis for Federal Employees 
Transforming Government – Assessing Training Needs to Build Digital Capacity 

 Sandra Toze, Assistant Professor and Director of the School of Information Management, 
Dalhousie University 



2:20–3:15 p.m. Panel III: Impacts of Disruptive Technologies on Business Processes and Operations  
Moderator: Leslie Weir, University Librarian Emeritus, University of Ottawa 
LAC Digital Optimization of Canada’s Collections 

 Sylvain Bélanger, Director General, Digital Operations and Preservation, LAC 
Portage's Approach to Preserve Canadian Research Data 

 Umar Qasim, Digital Preservation Officer, University of Alberta, and Portage Preservation 
Expert Group 

Project Canopus and the "Third Wave" of digital repositories - Developments in Digital Preservation 
at the University of Toronto 

 Steve Marks, Digital Preservation Librarian, University of Toronto Libraries 

3:15–3:25 p.m. Closing Remarks 

 Linda Savoie, Corporate Secretary, LAC 

3:25–3:30 p.m. End of the day 

 


